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Covenantal Rights is a groundbreaking work of political theory: a comprehensive, philosophically
sophisticated attempt to bring insights from the Jewish political tradition into current political and legal
debates about rights and to bring rights discourse more fully into Jewish thought. David Novak pursues these
aims by presenting a theory of rights founded on the covenant between God and the Jewish people as that
covenant is constituted by Scripture and the rabbinic tradition. In doing so, he presents a powerful challenge
to prevailing liberal and conservative positions on rights and duties and opens a new chapter in contemporary
Jewish political thinking.

For Novak, "covenantal rights" are rooted in God's primary rights as creator of the universe and as the elector
of a particular community whose members relate to this God as their sovereign. The subsequent rights of
individuals and communities flow from God's covenantal promises, which function as irrevocable
entitlements. This presents a sharp contrast to the liberal tradition, in which rights flow above all from
individuals. It also challenges the conservative idea that duties can take precedence over rights, since Novak
argues that there are no covenantal duties that are not backed by correlative rights. Novak explains carefully
and clearly how this theory of covenantal rights fits into Jewish tradition and applies to the relationships
among God, the covenanted community, and individuals. This work is a profound and provocative
contribution to contemporary religious and political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Covenantal Rights:
A Study in Jewish Political Theory (New Forum Books)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have different opinion?

Daniele Vaugh:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Covenantal Rights: A Study in Jewish
Political Theory (New Forum Books), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Matthew Schwartz:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Covenantal Rights: A Study in Jewish
Political Theory (New Forum Books) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Covenantal Rights: A Study in Jewish Political
Theory (New Forum Books) become your personal starter.

Joseph Carter:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Covenantal Rights: A Study in Jewish
Political Theory (New Forum Books) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Covenantal Rights: A Study in Jewish Political Theory (New Forum Books) has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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