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A series of laws passed in the 1970s promised the nation unprecedented transparency in government, a
veritable "sunshine era." Though citizens enjoyed a new arsenal of secrecy-busting tools, officials developed
a handy set of workarounds, from over classification to concealment, shredding, and burning. It is this dark
side of the sunshine era that Jason Ross Arnold explores in the first comprehensive, comparative history of
presidential resistance to the new legal regime, from Reagan-Bush to the first term of Obama-Biden.

After examining what makes a necessary and unnecessary secret, Arnold considers the causes of excessive
secrecy, and why we observe variation across administrations. While some administrations deserve the scorn
of critics for exceptional secrecy, the book shows excessive secrecy was a persistent problem well before
9/11, during Democratic and Republican administrations alike. Regardless of party, administrations have
consistently worked to weaken the system's legal foundations.

The book reveals episode after episode of evasive maneuvers, rule bending, clever rhetorical gambits, and
downright defiance; an army of secrecy workers in a dizzying array of institutions labels all manner of
documents "top secret," while other government workers and agencies manage to suppress information with
a "sensitive but unclassified" designation. For example, the health effects of Agent Orange, and antibiotic-
resistant bacteria leaking out of Midwestern hog farms are considered too "sensitive" for public
consumption. These examples and many more document how vast the secrecy system has grown during the
sunshine era.

Rife with stories of vital scientific evidence withheld, justice eluded, legalities circumvented, and the public
interest flouted, Secrecy in the Sunshine Era reveals how our information society has been kept in the dark in
too many ways and for too long.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Secrecy in the Sunshine Era:
The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Barry Upshaw:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise
and Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Robert Araiza:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open
Government Laws it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

William Sinclair:

This Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws is fresh way for
you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this
Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not



any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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