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A keen observer of culture, Czech writer Vladimír Macura (1945–99) devoted a lifetime to illuminating the
myths that defined his nation. The Mystifications of a Nation, the first book-length translation of Macura’s
work in English, offers essays deftly analyzing a variety of cultural phenomena that originate, Macura
argues, in the “big bang” of the nineteenth-century Czech National Revival, with its celebration of a uniquely
Czech identity.

    In reflections on two centuries of Czech history, he ponders the symbolism in daily life. Bridges, for
example—once a force of civilization connecting diverse peoples—became a sign of destruction in World
War I. Turning to the Soviet and post-Soviet eras, Macura probes a range of richly symbolic practices, from
the naming of the Prague metro system, to the mass gymnastic displays of the Communist period, to
post–Velvet Revolution preoccupations with the national anthem. In “The Potato Bug,” he muses on one of
the stranger moments in the Cold War—the claim that the United States was deliberately dropping insects
from airplanes to wreak havoc on the crops of Czechoslovakia.

    While attending to the distinctively Czech elements of such phenomena, Macura reveals the larger patterns
of Soviet-brand socialism. “We were its cocreators,” he declares, “and its analysis touches us as a scalpel
turned on its own body.” Writing with erudition, irony, and wit, Macura turns the scalpel on the authoritarian
state around him, demythologizing its mythology.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Mystifications of a Nation: "The Potato Bug" and Other
Essays on Czech Culture. Try to make the book The Mystifications of a Nation: "The Potato Bug" and Other
Essays on Czech Culture as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Joseph Blackwell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book The Mystifications of a Nation: "The Potato Bug"
and Other Essays on Czech Culture ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Mystifications of
a Nation: "The Potato Bug" and Other Essays on Czech Culture is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship using the book The Mystifications of a Nation: "The Potato Bug" and Other
Essays on Czech Culture. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jerome Chisolm:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Mystifications of
a Nation: "The Potato Bug" and Other Essays on Czech Culture.

Wilda Baeza:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the The Mystifications of a Nation: "The Potato Bug" and Other Essays on Czech



Culture when you needed it?
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