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When Schiller completed Wilhelm Tell as a "New Year's Gift for 1805" he foretold that it would cause a stir.
He was right. In the midst of Great Power politics a play which drew substance from one of the fourteenth-
century liberation movements proved both attractive and inflammatory. Since then the work as become
immensely popular. This new English translation by William F. Mainland brings out the essential tragi-
comic nature of Wilhelm Tell but also emphasizes its impressive formal unity.

Schiller based his play on chronicles of the Swiss liberation movement, in which Wilhelm Tell played a
major role. Since Tell's existence has never been proven, Schiller, a historian by profession, felt he had to
devise a figure who would bring the uncertainties and contradictions of the various Swiss chronicles into
focus. Respected for his courage and skill with a bow, for his peaceable nature and his integrity, Schiller's
archer—while always ready to aid his fellows—habitually seeks solitude. In the midst of political turmoil
Wilhelm Tell is the nonpolitical man of action.

Keenly interested in the problematic interplay of history and legend, Schiller turned it to be dramatic
advantage. He constructed his play to illustrate the greatest possible development of the character traits
suggested for Tell by the chronicles. The result of Schiller's supreme achievement in historical drama.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Alexander:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Wilhelm Tell (German Literary
Classics in Translation) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

David Wood:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Wilhelm Tell (German
Literary Classics in Translation) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lynn Kelley:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Wilhelm Tell
(German Literary Classics in Translation) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Wilhelm Tell (German Literary Classics in Translation)is the one of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Lori Barnes:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. Wilhelm Tell (German Literary Classics in Translation) can be
your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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