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When state voters passed the California Marriage Protection Act (Proposition 8) in 2008, it restricted the
definition of marriage to a legal union between a man and a woman. The act’s passage further agitated an
already roiling national debate about whether American notions of family could or should expand to include,
for example, same-sex marriage, unmarried cohabitation, and gay adoption. But how do Americans really
define family? The first study to explore this largely overlooked question, Counted Out examines currents in
public opinion to assess their policy implications and predict how Americans’ definitions of family may
change in the future.

Counted Out broadens the scope of previous studies by moving beyond efforts to understand how Americans
view their own families to examine the way Americans characterize the concept of family in general. The
book reports on and analyzes the results of the authors’ Constructing the Family Surveys (2003 and 2006),
which asked more than 1,500 people to explain their stances on a broad range of issues, including gay
marriage and adoption, single parenthood, the influence of biological and social factors in child
development, religious ideology, and the legal rights of unmarried partners. Not surprisingly, the authors find
that the standard bearer for public conceptions of family continues to be a married, heterosexual couple with
children. More than half of Americans also consider same-sex couples with children as family, and from
2003 to 2006 the percentages of those who believe so increased significantly—up 6 percent for lesbian
couples and 5 percent for gay couples. The presence of children in any living arrangement meets with a
notable degree of public approval. Less than 30 percent of Americans view heterosexual cohabitating
couples without children as family, while similar couples with children count as family for nearly 80 percent.
Counted Out shows that for most Americans, however, the boundaries around what they define as family are
becoming more malleable with time.

Counted Out demonstrates that American definitions of family are becoming more expansive. Who counts as
family has far-reaching implications for policy, including health insurance coverage, end-of-life decisions,
estate rights, and child custody. Public opinion matters. As lawmakers consider the future of family policy,
they will want to consider the evolution in American opinion represented in this groundbreaking book.

A Volume in the American Sociological Association’s Rose Series in Sociology
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Counted Out: Same-Sex Relations and
Americans' Definitions of Family (The American Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Jesus Reeves:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that
really opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Counted Out: Same-
Sex Relations and Americans' Definitions of Family (The American Sociological Association's Rose Series
in Sociology), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Nydia Kelly:

The book untitled Counted Out: Same-Sex Relations and Americans' Definitions of Family (The American
Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new
era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Bertha Morrison:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this Counted Out: Same-Sex Relations and Americans' Definitions of Family (The American
Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology) can make you feel more interested to read.
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