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"A first novel of considerable maturity: powerful, original, cunningly constructed, and timely."
—Julian Barnes, author of The Sense of an Ending

After years alone in a cell, an aging prisoner is released without explanation, expelled into a great city
now utterly unfamiliar to him. Broken by years of brutality at the hands of the prison guards, he
scrounges for scraps, sleeping wild, until a museum curator rescues him from an assault. The museum
has just opened its most controversial exhibit: a perfect replica of the marshes, an expansive wilderness
still wracked by conflict. There the man had spent years as a doctor among the hated and feared
marshmen, who have been colonized but never conquered.
Then Marshlands reveals one of its many surprises: it is written in reverse. The novel leaps backward
once, twice, returning to the marshes and unraveling time to reveal the doctor's ambiguous relationship to
the austerely beautiful land and its people. As the pieces of his past come together, a great crime and its
consequences begin to take shape. The true nature of the crime and who committed it will be saved for the
breathtaking ending—or, rather, for the beginning.
In the tradition of Wilfred Thesiger's The Marsh Arabs and J. M. Coetzee's Waiting for the Barbarians,
Marshlands explores a culture virtually snuffed out under Saddam Hussein, and how we cement our
identities by pointing at someone to call "other." Elegant, brief, and searing, Matthew Olshan's
Marshlands shivers with the life of a fragile, lost world.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Wiggins:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Marshlands: A Novel.

Jennifer Frederick:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Marshlands: A Novel as your daily resource information.

Ronald Smith:

This book untitled Marshlands: A Novel to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Donald Lee:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Marshlands: A Novel can be excellent book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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