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Embarking on a unique study of Roman criminal law, Judy Gaughan has developed a novel understanding of
the nature of social and political power dynamics in republican government. Revealing the significant
relationship between political power and attitudes toward homicide in the Roman republic, Murder Was Not
a Crime describes a legal system through which families (rather than the government) were given the power
to mete out punishment for murder.

With implications that could modify the most fundamental beliefs about the Roman republic, Gaughan's
research maintains that Roman criminal law did not contain a specific enactment against murder, although it
had done so prior to the overthrow of the monarchy. While kings felt an imperative to hold monopoly over
the power to kill, Gaughan argues, the republic phase ushered in a form of decentralized government that did
not see itself as vulnerable to challenge by an act of murder. And the power possessed by individual families
ensured that the government would not attain the responsibility for punishing homicidal violence.

Drawing on surviving Roman laws and literary sources, Murder Was Not a Crime also explores the dictator
Sulla's "murder law," arguing that it lacked any government concept of murder and was instead simply a
collection of earlier statutes repressing poisoning, arson, and the carrying of weapons. Reinterpreting a
spectrum of scenarios, Gaughan makes new distinctions between the paternal head of household and his
power over life and death, versus the power of consuls and praetors to command and kill.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Deans:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Murder Was Not a Crime: Homicide and Power in
the Roman Republic (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Agnes Shivers:

The feeling that you get from Murder Was Not a Crime: Homicide and Power in the Roman Republic
(Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) is the more deep you digging the information
that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Murder Was Not a Crime: Homicide and Power in the Roman Republic (Ashley and Peter
Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this specific Murder Was Not a Crime: Homicide and Power in the Roman Republic
(Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) instantly.

Catherine Lyons:

This book untitled Murder Was Not a Crime: Homicide and Power in the Roman Republic (Ashley and Peter
Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this guide from your list.

Elizabeth Maez:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Murder Was Not a Crime: Homicide and Power in the Roman Republic (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in
Greek and Roman Culture) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then
become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Murder
Was Not a Crime: Homicide and Power in the Roman Republic (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek



and Roman Culture) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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