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Conventional wisdom holds that Judaism is indifferent or even suspiciously hostile to the visual arts due to
the Second Commandment's prohibition on creating "graven images," the dictates of monotheism, and
historical happenstance. This intellectual history of medieval and modern Jewish attitudes toward art and
representation overturns the modern assumption of Jewish iconophobia that denies to Jewish culture a visual
dimension.

Kalman Bland synthesizes evidence from medieval Jewish philosophy, mysticism, poetry, biblical
commentaries, travelogues, and law, concluding that premodern Jewish intellectuals held a positive, liberal
understanding of the Second Commandment and did, in fact, articulate a certain Jewish aesthetic. He draws
on this insight to consider modern ideas of Jewish art, revealing how they are inextricably linked to diverse
notions about modern Jewish identity that are themselves entwined with arguments over Zionism,
integration, and anti-Semitism.

Through its use of the past to illuminate the present and its analysis of how the present informs our readings
of the past, this book establishes a new assessment of Jewish aesthetic theory rooted in historical analysis.
Authoritative and original in its identification of authentic Jewish traditions of painting, sculpture, and
architecture, this volume will ripple the waters of several disciplines, including Jewish studies, art history,
medieval and modern history, and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

The book untitled The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern Affirmations and Denials of the Visual contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice go through.

Kathryn Glover:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern
Affirmations and Denials of the Visual is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Norman Ross:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern Affirmations and
Denials of the Visual can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Artless
Jew: Medieval and Modern Affirmations and Denials of the Visual.

Lewis Shafer:

You can get this The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern Affirmations and Denials of the Visual by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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