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FINALIST--2008 PEN TRANSLATION PRIZE
In The Essential Writings of Machiavelli, Peter Constantine has assembled a comprehensive collection that
shows the true depth and breadth of a great Renaissance thinker. Refreshingly accessible, these superb new
translations are faithful to Machiavelli’s original, beautifully crafted writings.

The volume features essays that appear in English for the first time, such as “A Caution to the Medici” and
“The Persecution of Africa.” Also included are complete versions of the political treatise, The Prince, the
comic satire The Mandrake, The Life of Castruccio Castracani, and the classic story “Belfagor”, along with
selections from The Discourses, The Art of War, and Florentine Histories. Augmented with useful
features–vital and concise annotations and cross-references–this unique compendium is certain to become
the standard one-volume reference to this influential, versatile, and ever timely writer.

“Machiavelli's stress on political necessity rather than moral perfection helped inspire the Renaissance by
renewing links with Thucydides and other classical thinkers. This new collection provides deeper insight into
Machiavelli’s personality as a writer, thus broadening our understanding of him.”
–Robert D. Kaplan, author of Warrior Politics: Why Leadership Demands a Pagan Ethos 

“Constantine’s selection is not only intelligent; his translations are astonishingly good. Thoughtfully
introduced by Albert Russell Ascoli, this edition belongs in everyone’s library.”
–John Jeffries Martin, professor and chair, department of history, Trinity University

“If one were to assign a single edition of Machiavelli's works, this most certainly would be it.”
–John P. McCormick, professor, department of political science, University of Chicago

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Essential Writings of Machiavelli (Modern
Library Classics) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mike Greene:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Essential Writings of Machiavelli (Modern Library Classics).

Nellie Kim:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Essential Writings of Machiavelli (Modern Library Classics) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The The Essential Writings of Machiavelli (Modern Library Classics)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

James McNally:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this The Essential Writings of Machiavelli (Modern Library Classics) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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