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This book argues that the complex, anthropocentric, and often culture-specific meanings of words have been
shaped directly by their history of 'utility' for communication in social life. N. J. Enfield draws on semantic
and pragmatic case studies from his extensive fieldwork in Laos to investigate a range of semantic fields
including emotion terms, culinary terms, landscape terminology, and honorific pronouns, among many
others. These studies form the building blocks
of a conceptual framework for understanding meaning in language. The book argues that the goals and
relevancies of human communication are what bridge the gap between the private representation of language
in the mind and its public processes of usage, acquisition, and conventionalization in society.
Professor Enfield argues that in order to understand this process, we first need to understand the ways in
which linguistic meaning is layered, multiple, anthropocentric, cultural, distributed, and above all, useful.

This wide-ranging account brings together several key strands of research across disciplines including
semantics, pragmatics, cognitive linguistics, and sociology of language, and provides a rich account of what
linguistic meaning is like and why.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of
book The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Shawn McDonald:

This The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why
can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed you with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The
Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Gertrude Knudsen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why can
give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Utility of Meaning: What
Words Mean and Why.

Aletha Bassett:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and
Why to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression
about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go
through it. Beside that the publication The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why can to be your
brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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