
Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-
Money Culture of College Football

Gilbert M. Gaul

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=067001673X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=067001673X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=067001673X


Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture
of College Football

Gilbert M. Gaul

Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football Gilbert M. Gaul
• A Boston Globe Best Book of 2015 •

“A penetrating examination of how the elite college football programs have become ‘giant entertainment
businesses that happened to do a little education on the side.’”—Mark Kram, The New York Times

Two-time Pulitzer-Prize-winning journalist Gilbert M. Gaul offers a riveting and sometimes shocking look
inside the money culture of college football and how it has come to dominate a surprising number of colleges
and universities. 

Over the past decade college football has not only doubled in size, but its elite programs have become a
$2.5-billion-a-year entertainment business, with lavishly paid coaches, lucrative television deals, and
corporate sponsors eager to slap their logos on everything from scoreboards to footballs and uniforms. Profit
margins among the top football schools range from 60% to 75%—results that dwarf those of such high-
profile companies as Apple, Facebook, and Microsoft—yet thanks to the support of their football-mad
representatives in Congress, teams aren’t required to pay taxes. In most cases, those windfalls are not passed
on to the universities themselves, but flow directly back into their athletic departments.

College presidents have been unwilling or powerless to stop a system that has spawned a wildly profligate
infrastructure of coaches, trainers, marketing gurus, and a growing cadre of bureaucrats whose sole purpose
is to ensure that players remain academically eligible to play. From the University of Oregon’s lavish $42
million academic center for athletes to Alabama coach Nick Saban’s $7 million paycheck—ten times what
the school pays its president, and 70 times what a full-time professor there earns—Gaul examines in depth
the extraordinary financial model that supports college football and the effect it has had not only on other
athletic programs but on academic ones as well.

What are the consequences when college football coaches are the highest paid public employees in over half
the states in an economically troubled country, or when football players at some schools receive ten times the
amount of scholarship awards that academically gifted students do? Billion-Dollar Ball considers these and
many other issues in a compelling account of how an astonishingly wealthy sports franchise has begun to
reframe campus values and distort the fundamental academic mission of our universities.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Gardner:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-
Money Culture of College Football can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Daniel Kirk:

Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football
but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial considering.

Earline Shepler:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-
Money Culture of College Football or others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of
College Football to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Emmaline Jett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
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