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"A runner must run with dreams in his heart." Emil Zatopek.

In the summer of 1952 Emil Zatopek became the king of the running world with an unprecedented distance
treble at the Olympic Games in Helsinki. Together with his wife Dana, who won another gold medal in the
javelin, they were the embodiment of sporting romance. Born on the same day, they were champions on the
same day too. Yet in 1968 this affable but eccentric Czech solider was betrayed by his Communist
paymasters and cast out into wilderness. Hidden from world view, monitored by the secret police and forced
to live in a caravan in mining country, he became the invisible hero. 'Endurance' is the first biography to
document the remarkable rise, fall and rehabilitation of a man voted the 'greatest runner of all time' by
'Runner's World' in 2013.

It is also the story of a golden age of sport played out against a backdrop of Cold War politics and paranoia.
From the London Olympics of 1948 to Czech concentration camps, this is an uplifting and harrowing story
of survival. As Emil rises to global fame, his old coach is locked up and tortured by StB henchmen. Their
diverging paths expose the fickleness of popularity and eventually cross again when Zatopek's world is torn
asunder. All both men can do is endure.

The running world of this era is brought to life by dramatic accounts of Zatopek's great triumphs, manifold
records and a rich collection of characters vying to dethrone him. In Britain the sharp-tongued Gordon Pirie
falls foul of the media as he becomes obsessed with Zatopek and adopts increasingly-masochistic methods;
mild-mannered marathon champion Jim Peters begins a quest that would make "women weep and grown
men lose their lunch??. In France Alain Mimoun crawls from the bloody carnage of his war-time exploits to
overcome racial snubs and become known as Zatopek's Shadow; and in the Soviet Union, the tragic figure of
Vladimir Kuts is moulded into a brutal running machine at huge cost. Only Zatopek manages to bridge this
East-West divide as a savage power struggle is fought in both the Olympic arena and in the corridors of
power.

Due to extensive access to those involved, including Dana herself, award-winning Times author Rick
Broadbent has written a vivid history involving blood and guns and a love that sustained the cruellest twists
of fate. From heady nights at White City to the brave resistance during the Prague Spring, this is a book that
plants the son of a carpenter at the very centre of a revolution. Whether talking to his rivals on the track or
Red Army troops as tanks roll into Prague, Zatopek's humanity shines through and carries all.

With traces of 'Chariots of Fire' and Laura Hillenbrand's 'Unbroken', Endurance is both a wonderful love
story and a landmark tale of hope and strength in the face of crushing opposition.

"It's at the borders of pain and suffering that the men are separated from the boys." Emil Zatopek
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

The book Endurance: The Extraordinary Life and Times of Emil Zátopek (Wisden Sports Writing) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the good thing like a book Endurance: The Extraordinary Life and Times of Emil Zátopek (Wisden
Sports Writing)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Endurance: The Extraordinary Life and Times of Emil Zátopek (Wisden Sports Writing) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Tenesha Little:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Endurance: The
Extraordinary Life and Times of Emil Zátopek (Wisden Sports Writing) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Alberta Townsend:

Typically the book Endurance: The Extraordinary Life and Times of Emil Zátopek (Wisden Sports Writing)
has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Ricky Dotson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Endurance: The Extraordinary Life and Times of Emil Zátopek
(Wisden Sports Writing), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.
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