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I wrote out a translation of the Yî King, embracing both the Text and the Appendixes, in 1854 and 1855; and
have to acknowledge that when the manuscript was completed, I knew very little about the scope and method
of the book. I laid the volumes containing the result of my labour aside, and hoped, believed indeed, that the
light would by and by dawn, and that I should one day get hold of a clue that would guide me to a knowledge
of the mysterious classic. Before that day came, the translation was soaked, in 1870, for more than a month
in water of the Red Sea. By dint of careful manipulation it was recovered so as to be still legible; but it was
not till 1874 that I began to be able to give to the book the prolonged attention necessary to make it reveal its
secrets. Then for the first time I got hold, as I believe, of the clue, and found that my toil of twenty years
before was of no service at all. What had tended more than anything else to hide the nature of the book from
my earlier studies was the way in which, with the Text, ordinarily and, as I think, correctly ascribed to king
W?n and his son Tan, there are interspersed, under each hexagram, the portions of the Appendixes I, II, and
IV relating to it. The student at first thinks this an advantage. He believes that all the Appendixes were
written by Confucius, and combine with the text to form one harmonious work; and he is glad to have the
sentiments of 'the three sages' brought together. But I now perceived that the composition of the Text and of
the Appendixes, allowing the Confucian authorship of the latter, was separated by about 700 years, and that
their subject-matter was often incongruous. My first step towards a right understanding of the Yî was to
study the Text by itself and as complete in itself. It was easy to do this because the imperial edition of 1715,
with all its critical apparatus, keeps the Text and the Appendixes separate.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Antonucci:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled I Ching, Or, The Book of Changes. Try to the
actual book I Ching, Or, The Book of Changes as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So
, let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Cathryn Walker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be I Ching, Or, The Book of Changes why because the great cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Robert Frith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. I Ching, Or, The Book of Changes can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually
who have those short free time problems.

Carl Johnson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like I Ching, Or, The Book of
Changes which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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