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In Maya Political Science: Time, Astronomy, and the Cosmos, Prudence M. Rice proposed a new model of
Maya political organization in which geopolitical seats of power rotated according to a 256-year calendar
cycle known as the May. This fundamental connection between timekeeping and Maya political organization
sparked Rice's interest in the origins of the two major calendars used by the ancient lowland Maya, one 260
days long, and the other having 365 days. In Maya Calendar Origins, she presents a provocative new thesis
about the origins and development of the calendrical system.

Integrating data from anthropology, archaeology, art history, astronomy, ethnohistory, myth, and linguistics,
Rice argues that the Maya calendars developed about a millennium earlier than commonly thought, around
1200 BC, as an outgrowth of observations of the natural phenomena that scheduled the movements of late
Archaic hunter-gatherer-collectors throughout what became Mesoamerica. She asserts that an understanding
of the cycles of weather and celestial movements became the basis of power for early rulers, who could
thereby claim "control" over supernatural cosmic forces. Rice shows how time became
materialized—transformed into status objects such as monuments that encoded calendrical or temporal
concerns—as well as politicized, becoming the foundation for societal order, political legitimization, and
wealth. Rice's research also sheds new light on the origins of the Popol Vuh, which, Rice believes, encodes
the history of the development of the Mesoamerican calendars. She also explores the connections between
the Maya and early Olmec and Izapan cultures in the Isthmian region, who shared with the Maya the
cosmovision and ideology incorporated into the calendrical systems.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Elder:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will
be Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (William and Bettye
Nowlin).

Donald Jones:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the
Materialization of Time (William and Bettye Nowlin). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you
can get many advantages.

Maria Green:

You can get this Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (William
and Bettye Nowlin) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written
or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Sonia Cote:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory,
and the Materialization of Time (William and Bettye Nowlin) was bright colored and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of
Time (William and Bettye Nowlin) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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