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During a life that spanned ninety years, Katherine Anne Porter (1890-1980) witnessed dramatic and intensely
debated changes in the gender roles of American women. Mary Titus draws upon unpublished Porter papers,
as well as newly available editions of her early fiction, poetry, and reviews, to trace Porter’s shifting and
complex response to those cultural changes. Titus shows how Porter explored her own ambivalence about
gender and creativity, for she experienced firsthand a remarkable range of ideas concerning female sexuality.
These included the Victorian attitudes of the grandmother who raised her; the sexual license of revolutionary
Mexico, 1920s New York, and 1930s Paris; and the conservative, ordered attitudes of the Agrarians.

Throughout Porter’s long career, writes Titus, she “repeatedly probed cultural arguments about female
creativity, a woman’s maternal legacy, romantic love, and sexual identity, always with startling acuity, and
often with painful ambivalence.” Much of her writing, then, serves as a medium for what Titus terms
Porter’s “gender-thinking”--her sustained examination of the interrelated issues of art, gender, and identity.

Porter, says Titus, rebelled against her upbringing yet never relinquished the belief that her work as an artist
was somehow unnatural, a turn away from the essential identity of woman as “the repository of life,” as
childbearer. In her life Porter increasingly played a highly feminized public role as southern lady, but in her
writing she continued to engage changing representations of female identity and sexuality. This is an
important new study of the tensions and ambivalence inscribed in Porter’s fiction, as well as the vocational
anxiety and gender performance of her actual life.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Ambivalent Art of Katherine Anne
Porter. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Jose Campbell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Ambivalent Art of Katherine Anne
Porter is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Alan Trevino:

The guide untitled The Ambivalent Art of Katherine Anne Porter is the e-book that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book
of The Ambivalent Art of Katherine Anne Porter from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jackie Thompson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Ambivalent Art of Katherine Anne
Porter was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Ambivalent Art of
Katherine Anne Porter has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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