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Having excavated the world's earliest novels in his previous book, literary historian Steven Moore explores
in this sequel the remarkable flowering of the novel between the years 1600 and 1800-from Don Quixote to
America's first big novel, an homage to Cervantes entitled Modern Chivalry. This is the period of such
classic novels as Tom Jones, Candide, and Dangerous Liaisons, but beyond the dozen or so recognized
classics there are hundreds of other interesting novels that appeared then, known only to specialists: Spanish
picaresques, French heroic romances, massive Chinese novels, Japanese graphic novels, eccentric English
novels, and the earliest American novels. These minor novels are not only interesting in their own right, but
also provide the context needed to appreciate why the major novels were major breakthroughs. The novel
experienced an explosive growth spurt during these centuries as novelists experimented with different forms
and genres: epistolary novels, romances, Gothic thrillers, novels in verse, parodies, science fiction, episodic
road trips, and family sagas, along with quirky, unclassifiable experiments in fiction that resemble
contemporary, avant-garde works. As in his previous volume, Moore privileges the innovators and outriders,
those who kept the novel novel.

In the most comprehensive history of this period ever written, Moore examines over 400 novels from around
the world in a lively style that is as entertaining as it is informative. Though written for a general audience,
The Novel, An Alternative History also provides the scholarly apparatus required by the serious student of the
period. This sequel, like its predecessor, is a "zestfully encyclopedic, avidly opinionated, and dazzlingly
fresh history of the most 'elastic' of literary forms?? (Booklist).
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Novel: An
Alternative History, 1600-1800. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Otis Thompson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Novel: An
Alternative History, 1600-1800 book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Lawrence Seay:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-
book. The book The Novel: An Alternative History, 1600-1800 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot
of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from
a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Patricia Frazier:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Novel: An Alternative History,
1600-1800 can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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