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The world of the eighteenth-century salon has long been lauded as a meritocratic setting where writers,
philosophers, and women created the Enlightenment. In The World of the Salons, historian Antoine Lilti
proposes a fresh interpretation of salons in eighteenth-century Paris. Drawing on cultural history, social
history, and the history of literature, he challenges the commonly accepted vision of salons as literary circles
that were part of the Republic of Letters.

Lilti argues, instead, that salons were institutions of worldly sociability that helped shape "the world" (le
monde) and high society. They were essential places where the aristocratic elites of the capital met and
interacted with literary figures. Attending them required a mastery of the codes of polite conversation. There
news circulated and personal reputations were made and lost. As opposed to the salon being a realm separate
from the court at Versailles, it was a site where elites gained enough influence to forge marital alliances,
secure government appointments or pensions, and win over royal censors. These discussion circles were part
of refined society, not public opinion, and those writers who gained mass appeal were shunned by salon-
goers.

For those who think they know what the salon meant in early modern European culture, politics, and
intellectual circles, Antoine Lilti's The World of the Salons offers an important corrective of what went on
behind the closed doors of the French salons.
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From reader reviews:

Toby Terry:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will require this The World of the Salons: Sociability and Worldliness in Eighteenth-Century Paris.

Stuart Perez:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The World of the Salons: Sociability and Worldliness in Eighteenth-Century Paris book
is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer associated with The World of the Salons: Sociability and Worldliness in Eighteenth-Century
Paris content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The World of the
Salons: Sociability and Worldliness in Eighteenth-Century Paris is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

John Jones:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The World of the Salons: Sociability and Worldliness in Eighteenth-Century Paris, you may tells your
family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
e-book.

Paul Breen:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The World of the Salons: Sociability and Worldliness in
Eighteenth-Century Paris why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not



disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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