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The relation between virtue and knowledge is at the heart of the Socratic view of human excellence, but it
also points to a central puzzle of the Platonic dialogues: Can Socrates be serious in his claims that human
excellence is constituted by one virtue, that vice is merely the result of ignorance, and that the correct
response to crime is therefore not punishment but education? Or are these assertions mere rhetorical ploys by
a notoriously complex thinker?

Lorraine Smith Pangle traces the argument for the primacy of virtue and the power of knowledge throughout
the five dialogues that feature them most prominently—the Apology, Gorgias, Protagoras, Meno, and
Laws—and reveals the truth at the core of these seemingly strange claims. She argues that Socrates was more
aware of the complex causes of human action and of the power of irrational passions than a cursory reading
might suggest. Pangle’s perceptive analyses reveal that many of Socrates’s teachings in fact explore the
factors that make it difficult for humans to be the rational creatures that he at first seems to claim. Also
critical to Pangle’s reading is her emphasis on the political dimensions of the dialogues. Underlying many of
the paradoxes, she shows, is a distinction between philosophic and civic virtue that is critical to
understanding them.

Ultimately, Pangle offers a radically unconventional way of reading Socrates’s views of human excellence:
Virtue is not knowledge in any ordinary sense, but true virtue is nothing other than wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral
Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading
a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or appropriate book with you?

Hal Clemens:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for us. The book Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic
Political Philosophy ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of
Socratic Political Philosophy is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political
Philosophy. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Vicky Penn:

The knowledge that you get from Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political
Philosophy will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Virtue Is Knowledge:
The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this specific Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political
Philosophy instantly.

Jocelyn Harper:

This Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info
in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with



wonderful delivering sentences. Having Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political
Philosophy in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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