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The forgotten history of the “all-girl” big bands of the World War II era takes center stage in Sherrie
Tucker’s Swing Shift. American demand for swing skyrocketed with the onslaught of war as
millions—isolated from loved ones—sought diversion, comfort, and social contact through music and dance.
Although all-female jazz and dance bands had existed since the 1920s, now hundreds of such groups, both
African American and white, barnstormed ballrooms, theaters, dance halls, military installations, and
makeshift USO stages on the home front and abroad.
Filled with firsthand accounts of more than a hundred women who performed during this era and
complemented by thorough—and eye-opening—archival research, Swing Shift not only offers a history of
this significant aspect of American society and culture but also examines how and why whole bands of
dedicated and talented women musicians were dropped from—or never inducted into—our national memory.
Tucker’s nuanced presentation reveals who these remarkable women were, where and when they began to
play music, and how they navigated a sometimes wild and bumpy road—including their experiences with
gas and rubber rationing, travel restrictions designed to prioritize transportation for military needs, and Jim
Crow laws and other prejudices. She explains how the expanded opportunities brought by the war, along
with sudden increased publicity, created the illusion that all female musicians—no matter how experienced
or talented—were “Swing Shift Maisies,” 1940s slang for the substitutes for the “real” workers (or
musicians) who were away in combat. Comparing the working conditions and public representations of
women musicians with figures such as Rosie the Riveter, WACs, USO hostesses, pin-ups, and movie stars,
Tucker chronicles the careers of such bands as the International Sweethearts of Rhythm, Phil Spitalny’s
Hours of Charm, The Darlings of Rhythm, and the Sharon Rogers All-Girl Band.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Parrish:

The ability that you get from Swing Shift: "All-Girl" Bands of the 1940s is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but Swing Shift: "All-Girl" Bands of the 1940s giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular Swing Shift: "All-Girl" Bands of the 1940s instantly.

James Ronquillo:

The reason why? Because this Swing Shift: "All-Girl" Bands of the 1940s is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Leslie Mickle:

You can find this Swing Shift: "All-Girl" Bands of the 1940s by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.

Terry Burrows:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Swing Shift: "All-Girl" Bands of the 1940s when you required it?
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