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Dante's metaphysics--his understanding of reality--is very different from our own. To present Dante's ideas
about the cosmos, or God, or salvation, or history, or poetry within the context of post-Enlightenment
presuppositions, as is usually done, is thus to capture only imperfectly the essence of those ideas. The
recovery of Dante's metaphysics is essential, argues Christian Moevs, if we are to resolve what has been
called "the central problem in the interpretation of the Comedy ." That problem is what to make of the
Comedy 's claim to the "status of revelation, vision, or experiential record--as something more than
imaginative literature." In this book Moevs offers the first sustained treatment of the metaphysical picture
that grounds and motivates the Comedy , and of the relation between those metaphysics and Dante's poetics.
He carries this out through a detailed examination of three notoriously complex cantos of the Paradiso , read
against the background of the Neoplatonic and Aristotelian tradition from which they arise. Moevs finds the
key to the Comedy 's metaphysics and poetics in the concept of creation, which implies three fundamental
insights into the nature of reality: 1) The world (finite being) is radically contingent, dependent at every
instant on what gives it being. 2) The relation between the world and the ground of its being is non-dualistic.
(God is not a thing, and there is nothing the world is "made of") 3) Human beings are radically free, unbound
by the limits of nature, and thus can find all of time and space within themselves. These insights are the
foundation of the pilgrim Dante's journey from the center of the world to the Empyrean which contains it.
For Dante, in sum, what we perceive as reality, the spatio-temporal world, is a creation or projection of
conscious being, which can only be known as oneself. Moevs argues that self-knowledge is in fact the
keystone of the Aristotelian and Neoplatonic philosophical tradition, and the essence of the Christian
revelation in which that tradition culminates. Armed with this new understanding, Moevs is able to shed light
on a series of perennial issues in the interpretation of the Comedy . In particular, it becomes clear that poetry
coincides with theology and philosophy in the poem: Dante poeta cannot be distinguished from Dante
theologus .
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From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

The book The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make studying a book The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion)
to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a
publication The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Clarence Liller:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy
(Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) to read.

Travis Freeman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Metaphysics of Dante's
Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) giving you another experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Willie Navarro:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but



if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon.
The The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) will give you
new experience in studying a book.
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