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An insightful, provocative selection of the best opera performances, chosen by The New York Times's
chief classical music critic in one hundred original essays

Opera intertwines the drama of the theater with the powerful emotionality of music. In this magical and
illuminating guide to the best opera recordings, Anthony Tommasini delves into the ways story and music
interweave to create the subtle but telling moments that move us.

Tommasini brings to life the rich history of opera performance and the singers and conductors who, over the
past century, have come to own the music. He chooses masterworks, such as Arturo Toscanini's La Boheme,
captured for posterity fifty years after he conducted the opera's 1896 premiere for Puccini, and Leontyne
Price's Leonora in Il Trovatore, an encapsulation of the ideal Verdi soprano. For aficionados and newcomers
alike, Tommasini is the perfect guide to the passions and playfulness of the opera.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby McCabe:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The New York Times Essential Library: Opera: A Critic's Guide to the
100 Most Important Works and the Best Recordings. Try to face the book The New York Times Essential
Library: Opera: A Critic's Guide to the 100 Most Important Works and the Best Recordings as your buddy. It
means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Aaron Powers:

The reason? Because this The New York Times Essential Library: Opera: A Critic's Guide to the 100 Most
Important Works and the Best Recordings is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Benjamin Deloatch:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The New York Times Essential
Library: Opera: A Critic's Guide to the 100 Most Important Works and the Best Recordings that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said
as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could
pick The New York Times Essential Library: Opera: A Critic's Guide to the 100 Most Important Works and
the Best Recordings become your own starter.

Brenda Moulton:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The New York Times Essential Library: Opera: A Critic's
Guide to the 100 Most Important Works and the Best Recordings was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The New York Times Essential Library: Opera: A Critic's



Guide to the 100 Most Important Works and the Best Recordings has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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