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‘I write to try to see you as you were, or what you have become. You left no forwarding address: that was
part of your intention. For when we wrote those letters to each other all those years ago, we wrote as much
for ourselves as for each other.’

More than twenty years after the end of their love affair, Gabriel receives a cryptic postcard from old flame
Nina. It is the first of thirteen cards from her, each one provoking a series of reveries about their life together
in 1980s Belfast.

The Pen Friend is, however, much more than a love story. As Gabriel teases out the significance of the cards,
his reveries develop into richly textured meditations on writing, memory, spiritualism and surveillance. The
result is an intricate web of fact and fiction – moving easily between such varied subjects as the Troubles,
Esperanto and John Lavery – a strange and wonderful novel by one of our finest Irish writers.

If you enjoyed The Pen Friend, you might also enjoy Ciaran Carson’s Exchange Place, a brilliant thriller set
in Paris and Belfast.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Belknap:

The book The Pen Friend: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Pen Friend: A Novel to
be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a
publication The Pen Friend: A Novel. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jeff Sanchez:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. The Pen Friend: A Novel can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have
those short time problems.

Steven Peterson:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Pen Friend: A Novel can be the
response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Rosemary Till:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
, this The Pen Friend: A Novel can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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