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Discusses interpretations of the Yijing (the I Ching or Book of Changes) during the Northern Song period
and how these illuminate the momentous changes in Chinese society during this era.

This book is the first comprehensive study of Yijing (Book of Changes) commentary during the Northern
Song period, showing how it reflects a coming to terms with major political and social changes. Seen as a
transitional period in China’s history, the Northern Song (960–1127) is often described as the midpoint in the
Tang-Song transition or as the beginning of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism. Challenging this traditional
view, Tze-ki Hon demonstrates the complexity of the Northern Song by breaking it into three periods
characterized by, alternately, the reestablishment of civil governance, large-scale reforms, and a descent into
factional rivalry. To illustrate the distinct characteristics of these three periods, Hon compares commentaries
by Hu Yuan, Zhang Zai, and Cheng Yi with five other Yijing commentaries, highlighting the broad
parameters, as well as the specific content, of an extremely important world of discourse—the debate on
literati activism. These differing views on the literati’s role in civil governance prove how lively, diverse,
and intense Northern Song intellectual life was, while also reminding us how important it is to understand
the history of the period on its own terms.

Tze-ki Hon is Associate Professor of History at the State University of New York at Geneseo.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Ward:

The book The Yijing and Chinese Politics: Classical Commentary and Literati Activism in the Northern
Song Period, 960-1127 (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important
thing like a book The Yijing and Chinese Politics: Classical Commentary and Literati Activism in the
Northern Song Period, 960-1127 (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)? Some of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Yijing and Chinese Politics: Classical
Commentary and Literati Activism in the Northern Song Period, 960-1127 (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Williams:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Yijing
and Chinese Politics: Classical Commentary and Literati Activism in the Northern Song Period, 960-1127
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

David George:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Yijing and Chinese Politics: Classical Commentary and Literati Activism in the Northern Song Period,
960-1127 (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) will give you a new experience in looking at a
book.

Sylvia Grable:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they



get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Yijing and Chinese Politics: Classical
Commentary and Literati Activism in the Northern Song Period, 960-1127 (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and study it. Beside that the guide The Yijing and Chinese Politics: Classical Commentary
and Literati Activism in the Northern Song Period, 960-1127 (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of that time.
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