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Is sport good for kids? When answering this question, both critics and advocates of youth sports tend to
fixate on matters of health, whether condemning contact sports for their concussion risk or prescribing
athletics as a cure for the childhood obesity epidemic. Child’s Play presents a more nuanced examination of
the issue, considering not only the physical impacts of youth athletics, but its psychological and social
ramifications as well.
 
The eleven original scholarly essays in this collection provide a probing look into how sports—in community
athletic leagues, in schools, and even on television—play a major role in how young people view themselves,
shape their identities, and imagine their place in society. Rather than focusing exclusively on self-proclaimed
jocks, the book considers how the culture of sports affects a wide variety of children and young people,
including those who opt out of athletics. Not only does Child’s Play examine disparities across lines of race,
class, and gender, it also offers detailed examinations of how various minority populations, from transgender
youth to Muslim immigrant girls, have participated in youth sports. 
 
Taken together, these essays offer a wide range of approaches to understanding the sociology of youth
sports, including data-driven analyses that examine national trends, as well as ethnographic research that
gives a voice to individual kids. Child’s Play thus presents a comprehensive and compelling analysis of how,
for better and for worse, the culture of sports is integral to the development of young people—and with them,
the future of our society. 
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hopkins:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Child's Play: Sport in Kids' Worlds
(Critical Issues in Sport and Society) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

April Brooks:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Child's Play: Sport in Kids' Worlds
(Critical Issues in Sport and Society) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Keith Lugo:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Child's Play: Sport in Kids' Worlds (Critical Issues in Sport and Society)
why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Sandra Birk:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Child's Play: Sport in Kids' Worlds (Critical Issues
in Sport and Society) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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