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In the election to the House of Representatives in 2009, the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) almost tripled
the number of its lower house members by winning 308 seats. It subsequently formed a coalition government
with the Social Democratic Party and the People’s New Party. The new ruling party promised to completely
overhaul policymaking mechanisms that had been shaped over the past decades. Yet, the Japanese people
quickly felt disappointed with the DPJ’s ‘policymaking engineering’.

Examining the evolution of the decision-making process in Japan under the DPJ administration between the
years 2009-2012, this book offers a multidimensional explanation for the reasons for the DPJ’s failure in
producing effective policymaking mechanisms. Implementing conceptual tools borrowed from historical
institutionalism, the author explains why the Democrats displayed inflexibility in introducing selected
elements of the Westminster system, incoherence in regard to many aspects of the decision-making reform,
and unwillingness to take advantage of all of the institutional resources at their disposal. The book argues
that the examination of the DPJ’s origins and interactions with other parties is crucial in understanding its
misconceptions regarding the institutional model, policy vision, and institutional tools required for a durable
change in policymaking patterns.

Illustrating its argument with a range of case studies, this book explains why, ultimately, the DPJ’s concept
of a politician-led government resulted in failure. It will also be helpful in understanding the prerequisites for
the success of institutional reforms in general. As such it will be of interest to students and scholars of
Japanese studies, Political science, Asian studies.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Blade:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Decision-
Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led Government (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Rosa Crowe:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Decision-
Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led Government (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Nicole Reagan:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed
Attempt at a Politician-Led Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) can be great book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Carl Johnson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The
DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) e-book written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a
Politician-Led Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) as good book not just by the cover but



also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.
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