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The return to New York in 2002 of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Flower Drum Song—with a totally new
book by playwright David Henry Hwang—was considered the most revolutionary chapter in the history of
Broadway revivals. Why? The musical, a clear hit when it was originally produced in 1958, had later
acquired a debatable reputation for quaint, racially offensive Asian stereotypes. Yet Hwang’s controversial
rewrite—driven at least in part by concerns about such offenses—was a box-office failure. Drawing upon
fresh interviews with members of both the original and the revival casts, whose first-hand accounts enliven
the narrative with surprising candor, David H. Lewis charts in detail the difficult production history of
Flower Drum Song. He explores the forces that turned against the original show; the arguably inferior movie
version (upon which its most outspoken critics would base their discontent and public resistance); rising
criticism from within the Asian American community fueled by ethnic-studies programs that swept across
college campuses in the 1970s; and, ultimately, the indifference of the Rodgers and Hammerstein
Organization, itself caught up in its own quest to update the works of two musical theatre giants and keep
their names blazing on theatre marquees. This well-illustrated story of the two Flower Drum Songs is replete
with fascinating anecdotes by turns colorful, humorous and sad. The shared memories of the cast offer an
eye-opening look at the often chaotic journey of a musical along the precarious path to opening night. The
author addresses the value of preserving the rich and revered legacy of Broadway’s greatest team. What price
a bid for revival fame?
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From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Flower Drum Songs: The Story Of Two
Musicals is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Louis McCarthy:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Flower
Drum Songs: The Story Of Two Musicals your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get just before. The Flower Drum Songs: The Story Of Two Musicals giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this
era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Gay Swiderski:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Flower Drum Songs: The
Story Of Two Musicals that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick Flower Drum Songs: The Story Of Two Musicals become your current starter.

Madeline Cecil:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Flower Drum Songs: The Story Of Two Musicals
can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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