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Based on extensive research in Sanskrit sources, Mathematics in India chronicles the development of
mathematical techniques and texts in South Asia from antiquity to the early modern period. Kim Plofker
reexamines the few facts about Indian mathematics that have become common knowledge--such as the
Indian origin of Arabic numerals--and she sets them in a larger textual and cultural framework. The book
details aspects of the subject that have been largely passed over in the past, including the relationships
between Indian mathematics and astronomy, and their cross-fertilizations with Islamic scientific traditions.
Plofker shows that Indian mathematics appears not as a disconnected set of discoveries, but as a lively,
diverse, yet strongly unified discipline, intimately linked to other Indian forms of learning.

Far more than in other areas of the history of mathematics, the literature on Indian mathematics reveals huge
discrepancies between what researchers generally agree on and what general readers pick up from popular
ideas. This book explains with candor the chief controversies causing these discrepancies--both the flaws in
many popular claims, and the uncertainties underlying many scholarly conclusions. Supplementing the main
narrative are biographical resources for dozens of Indian mathematicians; a guide to key features of Sanskrit
for the non-Indologist; and illustrations of manuscripts, inscriptions, and artifacts. Mathematics in India
provides a rich and complex understanding of the Indian mathematical tradition.

**Author's note: The concept of "computational positivism" in Indian mathematical science, mentioned on p.
120, is due to Prof. Roddam Narasimha and is explored in more detail in some of his works, including "The
Indian half of Needham's question: some thoughts on axioms, models, algorithms, and computational
positivism" (Interdisciplinary Science Reviews 28, 2003, 1-13).
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

This Mathematics in India book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Mathematics in India without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Mathematics in India can bring whenever you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This
Mathematics in India having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.

David Robinson:

This Mathematics in India are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why
of this Mathematics in India can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Mathematics in India forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Mathematics in India can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Kathryn Granger:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Mathematics in India.
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