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I didn't invite him. The idea was all my father's, my seventy-four-year-old father who had never been outside
America and who suddenly thought that Sri Lanka, where I was a Peace Corps volunteer, would be a jolly
place to visit.

When John Toner, a retired Cleveland judge, decided on a whim in April 1990 to spend a month with his son
in war-torn Sri Lanka, he was as much a stranger to his seventh--and last--child as he was to the hardships of
life in a Third World country. Serendib chronicles the journey that follows as a father and son who had never
been alone together live in close quarters, in the poorest of conditions--and replace awkwardness and
distance with understanding and love.

Along the way are the stories of John learning to eat with his fingers, bathing in a river alongside cows, and
trading his wool trousers for a traditional sarong. We witness his coming face-to-face with a Hindu priest in a
loincloth and his first encounter with the everyday violence of a country at war with itself. John watches with
awe as students learn without computers, books, or even paper; he bonds with Sri Lankan children and
learns, once again, how to give and how to play. Each new experience pushes Toner's father to face his fears-
-and brings him closer to his youngest son.

Serendib offers a colorful, humorous, and touching account of multiple discoveries--of an old man exploring
deep within himself, of a father and son finding each other, and of two cultures coming together on
uncommon ground and awakening to the joy and hope of the life they share.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Serendib?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

James Sharpton:

This Serendib book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Serendib without we recognize
teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Serendib
can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Serendib having very good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Veronica Mei:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Serendib it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Tracy Lindsey:

The book untitled Serendib contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary
works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read
the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice examine.
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