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For nineteenth-century travelers, the Santa Fe Trail was an indispensable route stretching from Missouri to
New Mexico and beyond, and the section called “The Missouri Trail”—from St. Louis to Westport—offered
migrating Americans their first sense of the West with its promise of adventure. The truth was, any easterner
who wanted to reach Santa Fe had to first travel the width of Missouri.

This book offers an easy-to-read introduction to Missouri’s chunk of Santa Fe Trail, providing an account of
the trail’s historical and cultural significance. Mary Collins Barile tells how the route evolved, stitched
together from Indian paths, trappers’ traces, and wagon roads, and how the experience of traveling the Santa
Fe Trail varied even within Missouri.

The book highlights the origin and development of the trail, telling how nearly a dozen Missouri towns
claimed the trail: originally Franklin, from which the first wagon trains set out in 1821, then others as the
trailhead moved west. It also offers a brief description of what travelers could expect to find in frontier
Missouri, where cooks could choose from a variety of meats, including hogs fed on forest acorns and game
such as deer, squirrels, bear, and possum, and reminds readers of the risks of western travel. Injury or illness
could be fatal; getting a doctor might take hours or even days.

Here, too, are portraits of early Franklin, which was surprisingly well supplied with manufactured
“boughten” goods, and Boonslick, then the near edge of the Far West. Entertainment took the form of music,
practical jokes, and fighting, the last of which was said to be as common as the ague and a great deal more
fun—at least from the fighters’ point of view. Readers will also encounter some of the major people
associated with the trail, such as William Becknell, Mike Fink, and Hanna Cole, with quotes that bring the
era to life. A glossary provides useful information about contemporary trail vocabulary, and illustrations
relating to the period enliven the text.

The book is easy and informative reading for general readers interested in westward expansion. It
incorporates history and folklore in a way that makes these resources accessible to all Missourians and
anyone visiting historic sites along the trail.
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From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Santa Fe
Trail in Missouri (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Santa Fe Trail in Missouri (MISSOURI
HERITAGE READERS)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world within this book.

Rita Hackett:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Santa Fe Trail in Missouri (MISSOURI HERITAGE
READERS) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Evelyn White:

The Santa Fe Trail in Missouri (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Santa Fe Trail
in Missouri (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Luciana Findley:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Santa Fe Trail in Missouri (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.
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