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How do you trap someone in a lie? For centuries, all manner of truth-seekers have used the lie detector. In
this eye-opening book, Geoffrey C. Bunn unpacks the history of this device and explores the interesting and
often surprising connection between technology and popular culture.

Lie detectors and other truth-telling machines are deeply embedded in everyday American life. Well-known
brands such as Isuzu, Pepsi Cola, and Snapple have advertised their products with the help of the "truth
machine," and the device has also appeared in countless movies and television shows. The Charles
Lindbergh "crime of the century" in 1935 first brought lie detectors to the public’s attention. Since then, they
have factored into the Anita Hill–Clarence Thomas sexual harassment controversy, the Oklahoma City and
Atlanta Olympics bombings, and one of the most infamous criminal cases in modern memory: the O. J.
Simpson murder trial. The use of the lie detector in these instances brings up many intriguing questions that
Bunn addresses: How did the lie detector become so important? Who uses it? How reliable are its results?
Bunn reveals just how difficult it is to answer this last question. A lie detector expert concluded that O. J.
Simpson was "one hundred percent lying" in a video recording in which he proclaimed his innocence; a
tabloid newspaper subjected the same recording to a second round of evaluation, which determined Simpson
to be "absolutely truthful."

Bunn finds fascinating the lie detector’s ability to straddle the realms of serious science and sheer fantasy.
He examines how the machine emerged as a technology of truth, transporting readers back to the obscure
origins of criminology itself, ultimately concluding that the lie detector owes as much to popular culture as it
does to factual science.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Phair:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie
Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) to read.

Jackie Caldwell:

Here thing why that The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The
Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
reserve that similar with The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in
the History of Technology). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns
Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) in e-book can be your alternate.

Walter Harman:

The particular book The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell
out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The
book The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Samantha Peay:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book The Truth Machine: A Social History of the Lie Detector



(Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.
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