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Understanding Etheridge Knight introduces readers to a major—but understudied—American poet.
Etheridge Knight (1931–1991) survived a shrapnel wound suffered during military service in Korea, as well
as a drug addiction that led to an eight-year prison sentence, to publish five volumes of poetry and a small
cache of powerful prose. His status in the front ranks of American poets and thinkers on poetry was
acknowledged in 1984, when he won the Shelley Memorial Award, which had previously gone, as an
acknowledgement of "genius and need," to E. E. Cummings, Gwendolyn Brooks, and W. S. Merwin.

In this first book-length study of Knight and his complete body of work, Michael Collins examines the
poetry of a complex literary figure who, following imprisonment, transformed his life to establish himself as
a charismatic voice in American poetry and an accomplished teacher at institutions such as the University of
Hartford, Lincoln University, and his own Free Peoples Poetry Workshops.

Beginning with a concise biography of Knight, Collins explores Knight's volumes of poetry including Poems
from Prison, Black Voices from Prison, Born of a Woman, and The Essential Etheridge Knight.
Understanding Etheridge Knight brings attention to a crucial era in African American and American poetry
and to the literature of the incarcerated while reflecting on the life and work of an original voice in American
poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Zamora:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Understanding Etheridge Knight
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature) as the daily resource information.

Jodi Dauphin:

This book untitled Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) to
be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your
list.

Daniel Starkey:

Exactly why? Because this Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American
Literature) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Stacy Knarr:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American Literature).
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