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The war in the skies above Vietnam still stands as the longest our nation has ever fought. For fourteen years
American pilots dropped bombs on the Southeast Asian countryside -- eventually more than eight million
tons of them. In doing so, they lost over 8,588 fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters. They did not win the war.
Ironically, Vietham, though one of our least popular wars, produced one of the most effective groups of
warriors our nation has ever seen -- men of dedication, professionalism, and courage. In Fast Movers,
official navy historian John Sherwood offers an authoritative socia history of the air war, focused around
fourteen of these aviators -- from legends like Robin Olds, Steve Ritchie, and John Nichols to lesser-known
but equally heroic fighters like Roger Lerseth and Ted Sienecki.

Sherwood draws on nearly 300 interviews to tell stories of great pilots and great planesin the words of the
men themselves. Fliersrecall jets such as McDonnell Douglas's famous F-4 Phantom, "a Corvette with
wings'; the F-05 Thunderchief, the workhorse of the war; the F-8 Crusader, the last of the gun fighters; and
the block-nosed but revolutionary A-6 Intruder with its fully computerized attack systems, terrain mapping
radar, and digital all-weather navigation system.

Ultimately, though, it was the men who mattered. Sherwood shows us the brash confidence of famous
iconoclast Robin Olds, who does not hide histhrill of the hunt -- and the kill. Roger Sheets looked like Don
Knotts but prepped his "V ulture Flight" of Marine A-6s with the simple, unequivocal line, "Gentlemen, let's
go out and kill something." But Sherwood lets us know that it wasn't all glory, that pilots suffered fear just
like other soldiers. Ed Rasimus later admitted he thought that an assignment to Thailand was "like getting
diagnosed with terminal cancer: everyone is hoping the cure will come before you die."

There were things worse than death, too. Fast Movers offers fascinating portraits -- based on Sherwood's
interviews and just-declassified naval archives -- of Vietham's POWSs. Pilots lucky enough to suffer only
broken bones and burns from the violence of 1960s-era Martin-Baker gjection seats struggled to find
honorable ways to negotiate half-decade-long periods in captivity. Passive resistance, like Commander
Jeremiah Denton's famous blinking of TORTURE in Morse Code, was sometimes successful, often brutally
reprised. Escape was impossible.

Those who avoided shootdown learned to live with other frustrations. Most wanted to "go downtown" (bomb
Hanoi) but were foiled by their civilian superiors, who dictated the numbers and types of aircraft that could
be used in a given strike, the kinds of ordnance that could be levied against atarget, and even the flight paths
that could be flown. Against al odds, the pilots spawned a culture of success in the midst of failure and
frustration. Fast Movers captures a hidden and crucial story of Americas least successful war.
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From reader reviews:
Nellie Nelson:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Fast Movers. Jet Pilots and the Vietnam Experience. Y ou can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant some
sort of book Fast Movers: Jet Pilots and the Vietnam Experience. Y ou can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's study.

Robert Harriman:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Fast Movers: Jet Pilots and the Vietnam
Experience reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Fast Movers: Jet Pilots and
the Vietnam Experience as good book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one publication that
can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still needing yet another sixth senseto pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

John Kirk:

The book untitled Fast Movers: Jet Pilots and the Vietham Experience contain alot of information on this.
The writer explains her ideawith easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice examine.

CherieFidler:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Fast Movers: Jet Pilots and the Vietnam
Experience to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading expertiseis
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the impression about book and studying especially. It isto be first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and go through it. Beside that the guide Fast Movers: Jet Pilots and the Vietnam Experience can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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