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This volume critically evaluates more than a century of empirical research on the effectiveness of small,
task-performing groups, and offers a fresh look at the costs and benefits of collaborative work arrangements.
The central question taken up by this book is whether -- and under what conditions -- interaction among
group members leads to better performance than would otherwise be achieved simply by combining the
separate efforts of an equal number of people who work independently. This question is considered with
respect to a range of tasks (idea-generation, problem solving, judgment, and decision-making) and from
several different process perspectives (learning and memory, motivation, and member diversity).

As a framework for assessing the empirical literature, the book introduces the concept of 'synergy.' Synergy
refers to an objective gain in performance that is attributable to group interaction. Further, it distinguishes
between weak and strong synergy, which are performance gains of different magnitude. The book highlights
the currently available empirical evidence for both weak and strong synergy, identifies the conditions that
seem necessary to produce each, and suggests where the search for synergy might best be directed in the
future.

The book is at once a high-level introduction to the field, a review of the field's history, and a scholarly
critique of the current state-of-the-art. As such, it is essential reading for graduate students, advanced
undergraduate students, and researchers interested in group dynamics generally -- and small group
performance in particular.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Price:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this In Search of Synergy in Small Group Performance, you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.

Rebecca West:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be examine. In Search of Synergy in Small Group Performance can be your answer as
it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Dennis Ross:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book In Search of Synergy in Small Group Performance was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Chris Holmes:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book In Search of Synergy in Small Group
Performance was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book In Search of
Synergy in Small Group Performance has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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