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Khosi lives with her beloved grandmother Gogo, her little sister Zi, and her weekend mother in a matchbox
house on the outskirts of Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. In that shantytown, it seems like somebody is dying
all the time. Billboards everywhere warn of the disease of the day. Her Gogo goes to a traditional healer
when there is trouble, but her mother, who works in another city and is wasting away before their eyes,
refuses even to go to the doctor. She is afraid and Khosi doesn't know what it is that makes the blood come
up from her choking lungs. Witchcraft? A curse? AIDS? Can Khosi take her to the doctor? Gogo asks. No,
says Mama, Khosi must stay in school. Only education will save Khosi and Zi from the poverty and
ignorance of the old Zulu ways.

School, though, is not bad. There is a boy her own age there, Little Man Ncobo, and she loves the color of
his skin, so much darker than her own, and his blue-black lips, but he mocks her when a witch's curse, her
mother's wasting sorrow, and a neighbor's accusations send her and Gogo scrambling off to the sangoma's
hut in search of a healing potion.

J.L. Powers holds an MA in African history from State University of New York-Albany and Stanford
University. She won a Fulbright-Hays grant to study Zulu in South Africa, and served as a visiting scholar in
Stanford's African Studies Department. This is her second novel for young adults.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Sierra:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this This Thing Called the Future.

Nicole Reagan:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book This Thing Called the Future. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book This Thing Called
the Future. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's study.

Stan Smith:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this This Thing Called the Future book since
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Shaun Sae:

This This Thing Called the Future usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this This Thing Called the Future can be one of several great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this This Thing
Called the Future giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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