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Charles Keil examines the expressive role of blues bands and performers and stresses the intense interaction
between performer and audience. Profiling bluesmen Bobby Bland and B. B. King, Keil argues that they are
symbols for the black community, embodying important attitudes and roles—success, strong egos, and close
ties to the community. While writing Urban Blues in the mid-1960s, Keil optimistically saw this cultural
expression as contributing to the rising tide of raised political consciousness in Afro-America. His new
Afterword examines black music in the context of capitalism and black culture in the context of worldwide
trends toward diversification.

"Enlightening. . . . [Keil] has given a provocative indication of the role of the blues singer as a focal point of
ghetto community expression."—John S. Wilson, New York Times Book Review

"A terribly valuable book and a powerful one. . . . Keil is an original thinker and . . . has offered us a major
breakthrough."—Studs Terkel, Chicago Tribune

"[Urban Blues] expresses authentic concern for people who are coming to realize that their past was . . . the
source of meaningful cultural values."—Atlantic

"An achievement of the first magnitude. . . . He opens our eyes and introduces a world of amazingly complex
musical happening."—Robert Farris Thompson, Ethnomusicology 

"[Keil's] vigorous, aggressive scholarship, lucid style and sparkling analysis stimulate the challenge.
Valuable insights come from treating urban blues as artistic communication."—James A. Bonar, Boston
Herald
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From reader reviews:

William Rockwood:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Urban
Blues (Phoenix Books)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Keith Mayo:

The book Urban Blues (Phoenix Books) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Urban Blues (Phoenix
Books)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Urban Blues (Phoenix
Books) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberly Casselman:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Urban Blues (Phoenix Books) is
simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Sylvia Ferland:

Beside this kind of Urban Blues (Phoenix Books) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have Urban Blues (Phoenix Books) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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