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From 1855 until 1863, the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Comedians, a professional acting company of
approximately thirty children, entertained audiences with their nuanced performances of adult roles on stages
around the globe. In Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe
of Juvenile Actors, author Shauna Vey provides an insightful account not only of this unique antebellum
stage troupe but also of contemporary theatre practices and the larger American culture, including shifts in
the definition of childhood itself.

 

Looking at the daily work lives of five members of the Marsh Troupe—the father and manager, Robert
Marsh, and four child performers, Mary Marsh, Alfred Stewart, Louise Arnot, and Georgie Marsh—Vey
reveals the realities of the antebellum theatre and American society: the rise of the nineteenth-century
impresario; the emerging societal constructions of girlhood and goodness; the realities of child labor;  the
decline of the apprenticeship model of actor training; shifts in gender roles and the status of working women;
and changes in the economic models of theatre production, including the development of the stock company
system.   

 

Both a microhistory of a professional theatre company and its juvenile players in the decade before the Civil
War and a larger narrative of cultural change in the United States, Childhood and Nineteenth-Century
American Theatre sheds light on how childhood was idealized both on and off the stage, how the role of the
child in society shifted in the nineteenth century, and the ways economic value and sentiment contributed to
how children were viewed.
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From reader reviews:

James Stover:

The ability that you get from Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh
Troupe of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas) may be the more deep you excavating the information
that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of
Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this particular Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe
of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas) instantly.

Mike Greene:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the
Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas).

David Brouwer:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the top record in
your reading list is usually Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh
Troupe of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can
get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Jeffrey Messina:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this age, many



ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Actors
(Theater in the Americas) can make you sense more interested to read.
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