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Although younger than most European theatrical traditions, the Russian professional theater has generated an
exciting body of criticism and theory which until recently has remained unknown or nearly inaccessible in
the West. This anthology presents a selection of important Russian writing on the aesthetics of drama and the
theater from 1828 to 1914.

The focus of these essays, most published here for the first time in English, is on the so-called Crisis in the
Theater of 1904 to 1914, a lively debate between the symbolists and the naturalists that evoked brilliant
polemic writing from Meyerhold, Bely, Bryusov, and others. Along with Chekhov's amusing critique of
Sarah Bernhardt ("monstrously facile!") and Ivanov's abstruse analysis of the essence of tragedy, the essays
form a running commentary on the development of the Russian theater: Pushkin on his predecessors, Gogol
on his own work, Belinsky on Gogol, Sleptsov on Ostrovsky and Leskov, Bely on Chekhov's The Cherry
Orchard ("enervated people, trying to forget the terror of life"), the symbolists on one another.

Each selection is printed in its entirety, with extensive notes, and a lengthy introduction places all the pieces
within their historical and cultural contexts to comprise a brief history of Russian dramatic theory before the
revolution. This volume is essential reading for all who wish to extend their knowledge of the Russian
contribution to theatrical history, theory, and criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. They can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about
the person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found
difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Russian Dramatic Theory from
Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic).

Noel Stevens:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Russian Dramatic Theory from
Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic) reserve written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question Russian Dramatic Theory from Pushkin to the Symbolists: An
Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic) as good book not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to a different sixth sense.

Linda Sandoval:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Russian Dramatic Theory from Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic).
You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.

Joann Nixon:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update
of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Russian Dramatic Theory from Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology
(University of Texas Press Slavic) when you needed it?
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