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Americans have long held fast to a rigid definition of womanhood, revolving around husband, home, and
children. Women who rebelled against this definition and carved out independent lives for themselves have
often been rendered invisible in U.S. history.

In this unusual comparative study, Trisha Franzen brings to light the remarkable lives of two generations of
autonomous women: Progressive Era spinsters and mid-twentieth century lesbians. While both groups of
women followed similar paths to independence--separating from their families, pursuing education, finding
work, and creating woman-centered communities--they faced different material and cultural challenge and
came to claim very different identities.

Many of the turn-of-the-century women were prominent during their time, from internationally recognized
classicist Edith Hamilton through two early Directors of the Women's Bureau, Mary Anderson and Freida
Miller. Maturing during the time of a broad and powerful women's movement, they were among that era's
new women, the often-single women who were viewed as in the vanguard of women's struggle for equality.

In contrast, never-married women after World War II, especially lesbians, were considered beyond the pale
of real womanhood. Before the women's and gay/lesbian liberation movements, they had no positive
contemporary images of alternative lives for women. Highlighting the similarities and differences between
women-oriented women confronting changing gender and sexuality systems, Spinsters and Lesbians thus
traces a continuum among women who constructed lives outside institutionalized heterosexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Carr:

The book Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian
Life and Literature Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent
Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a publication Spinsters and Lesbians:
Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this book?

Donna Vazquez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Spinsters and Lesbians:
Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Victor Willis:

This book untitled Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge:
Lesbian Life and Literature Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this guide from your list.

Colby Tapia:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in
the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the
United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel



happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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