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One hundred years after Austrian satirist Karl Kraus began writing his dramatic masterpiece, The Last Days
of Mankind remains as powerfully relevant as the day it was first published. Kraus’s play enacts the tragic
trajectory of the First World War, when mankind raced toward self-destruction by methods of modern
warfare while extolling the glory and ignoring the horror of an allegedly “defensive” war. This volume is the
first to present a complete English translation of Kraus’s towering work, filling a major gap in the
availability of Viennese literature from the era of the War to End All Wars.

Bertolt Brecht hailed The Last Days as the masterpiece of Viennese modernism. In the apocalyptic drama
Kraus constructs a textual collage, blending actual quotations from the Austrian army’s call to arms, people’s
responses, political speeches, newspaper editorials, and a range of other sources. Seasoning the drama with
comic invention and satirical verse, Kraus reveals how bungled diplomacy, greedy profiteers, Big Business
complicity, gullible newsreaders, and, above all, the sloganizing of the press brought down the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. In the dramatization of sensationalized news reports, inurement to atrocities, and
openness to war as remedy, today’s readers will hear the echo of the fateful voices Kraus recorded as his
homeland descended into self-destruction.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Lloyd:

The book The Last Days of Mankind: The Complete Text (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing
like a book The Last Days of Mankind: The Complete Text (The Margellos World Republic of Letters)? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take
for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Last Days of Mankind: The
Complete Text (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Laquita Horton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take The Last Days of Mankind: The Complete Text (The Margellos World
Republic of Letters) as the daily resource information.

Willie Dreher:

The book untitled The Last Days of Mankind: The Complete Text (The Margellos World Republic of
Letters) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written
by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice study.

Steven Ellison:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Last Days of Mankind: The
Complete Text (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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