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Shelter the Human Family is the most extensive documentation ever published of traditional ("vernacular")
buildings throughout the world. With examples from nearly every continent, the book documents the diverse
methods people have used to create shelter from locally available natural materials, and shows the
impressively handmade finished products through this truly stunning compilation of photographs. Unlike
modern buildings that rely on industrially produced materials and highly specialized electric tools and
techniques, the shelters featured here represent a rapidly disappearing genre of handcrafted and beautifully
composed structures. They are the work of simple and real people who, as builders and homesteaders, have
integrated artistic beauty and practical form into their shelter needs.

Shelter the Human Family offers insights into the world of vernacular building, along with potential
solutions to many of the problems that plague modern architecture. It is a must-have collection that preserves
and documents the rich cultural past of each structure and its community, and offers inspiration for those
looking to build in a way that is motivated by something larger than speed, efficiency, and economic profit.

Bill and Athena Steen are the authors of The Straw Bale House and The Beauty of Straw Bale. They are
active in community building programs that teach low-income families how to build their own shelters, and
known for their efforts to incorporate artistic techniques based on local and natural materials into the world
of modern construction. They live in Elgin, Arizona.

Yoshio Komatsu has been photographing buildings and people around the world for 25 years. His
photographs were collected in the Japanese book Living on Earth, and his work is regularly published in
books, magazines, and calendars throughout Japan. This is his first book in English. He and his wife, Eiko,
live in Tokyo.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Built By Hand. Try to make book Built By Hand as your pal. It means that it
can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Robert Marques:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Built By Hand it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Jack Harbin:

Built By Hand can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Built By Hand nevertheless doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Joann Nixon:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but in addition novel and Built By Hand or others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Built By Hand to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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