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To combat behavior they viewed as sexually promiscuous, politically undesirable, or downright criminal,
social activists in Progressive-era New York employed private investigators to uncover the roots of society’s
problems. New York Undercover follows these investigators—often journalists or social workers with no
training in surveillance—on their information-gathering visits to gambling parlors, brothels, and meetings of
criminal gangs and radical political organizations.

Drawing on the hundreds of detailed reports that resulted from these missions, Jennifer Fronc reconstructs
the process by which organizations like the National Civic Federation and the Committee of Fourteen
generated the knowledge they needed to change urban conditions. This information, Fronc demonstrates,
eventually empowered government regulators in the Progressive era and beyond, strengthening a federal
state that grew increasingly repressive in the interest of pursuing a national security agenda. Revealing the
central role of undercover investigation in both social change and the constitution of political authority, New
York Undercover narrates previously untold chapters in the history of vice and the emergence of the modern
surveillance state.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era
(Historical Studies of Urban America).

Melvin Belknap:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the New York Undercover: Private
Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of Urban America) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Carla Ramirez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
guide. The book New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of
Urban America) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Dolores Albert:

You may get this New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of
Urban America) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge
if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are



still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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