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The First General History in English of the Germanic People Who Sacked Rome in the Fifth Century
AD and Established a Kingdom in North Africa

The fifth century AD was a time of great changes in the Mediterranean world. In the early 400s, the Roman
Empire ranged from the lowlands of Scotland to the Upper Nile and from Portugal to the Caucasus. It was
almost at its widest extent, and although ruled by two emperors—one in the West and one in the East—it
was still a single empire. One hundred years later, Roman control of Western Europe and Western North
Africa had been lost. In its place, a number of Germanic kingdoms had been established in these regions,
with hundreds of thousands of Germanic and other peoples settling permanently inside the former borders of
the Western Roman Empire.

            One of the most fascinating of these tribes of late antiquity were the Vandals, who over a period of
six hundred years had migrated from the woodland regions of Scandinavia across Europe and ended in the
deserts of North Africa. In A History of the Vandals, the first general account in English covering the entire
story of the Vandals from their emergence to the end of their kingdom, historian Torsten Cumberland
Jacobsen pieces together what we know about the Vandals, sifting fact from fiction. In the middle of the fifth
century the Vandals, who professed Arianism, a form of Christianity considered heretical by the Roman
emperor, created the first permanent Germanic successor state in the West and were one of the deciding
factors in the downfall of the Western Roman Empire. Later Christian historians described their sack of
Rome in 455 and their vehement persecution of Catholics in their kingdom, accounts that were
sensationalized and gave birth to the term “vandalism.”

            In the mid-sixth century, the Vandals and their North African kingdom were the first target of
Byzantine Emperor Justinian’s ambitious plan to reconquer the lost territories of the fallen Western Empire.
In less than four months, what had been considered one of the strongest Germanic kingdoms had been
defeated by a small Roman army led by the general Belisarius. Despite later rebellions, this was the end of
the Germanic presence in North Africa, and in many ways the end of the Arian heresy of Christianity. For
the Romans it was the incredibly successful start of the reconquest of the lost lands of the Western Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Hunt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled A History of the Vandals. Try to face the book A History of the
Vandals as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Sandra Vincent:

Beside this particular A History of the Vandals in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
A History of the Vandals because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Jenny Perez:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A History of the Vandals can be the reply, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Steven Perez:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely A History of the Vandals. This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review
this book you can get many advantages.
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