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When the Russians bombed the capital of Muslim Chechnya in 2000, a city with almost a half million people
was left with barely a single building intact. Rarely since Dresden and Stalingrad has the world witnessed
such destruction.

The Caucasus is a jagged land. With Turkey to the west, Iran to the south, and Russia to the north, the
Caucasus is trapped between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. If it didn't already possess the highest
mountain range in Europe, the political pressure exerted from all sides would have forced the land to crack
and rise. Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan, Tamerlane, Peter the Great, Hitler, and Stalin all claimed to
have conquered the region, leaving it a rich, but bloody history. A borderland between Christian and Muslim
worlds, the Caucasus is the front line of a fascinating and formidable clash of cultures: Russia versus the
predominantly Muslim mountains.

Award-winning writer Nicholas Griffin travels to the mountains of the Caucasus to find the root of today's
conflict. Mapping the rise of Islam through myth, history, and politics, this travelogue centers on the story of
Imam Shamil, the greatest Muslim warrior of the nineteenth century, who led a forty-year campaign against
the invading Russians. Griffin follows Imam's legacy into the war-torn present and finds his namesake, the
Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev, continuing his struggle.

Enthralling and fiercely beautiful, Caucasus lifts the lid on a little known but crucially important area of
world. With approximately 100 billion barrels of crude oil in the Caspian Sea combined with an Islamic
religious interest, it is an unfortunate guarantee that the tragedies that have haunted these jagged mountains
in the past will show no sign of abating in the near future.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Lee:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Caucasus. Try to make the book Caucasus as your good friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Elliott Salazar:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Caucasus can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Benjamin Herrera:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Caucasus why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Harold Fleming:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Caucasus can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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