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The lifestyle of the classical Greeks often seems disappointingly modest when compared to those of other
legendary civilizations. Where are the marble floors, the pillared halls, the gilden rooms? Even the
Athenians, the richest and most poweful of the Greeks, were said by one contemporary to dress no better
than slaves.

Athenians, however, were as skilled at spending as their playwrights were at devising tragedies. Vast estates
vanished overnight, squandered not on material luxury but on eating, drinking, and sex--ephemeral pleasures
that left no monuments but are recounted in numerous ancient texts.

Much of what they describe seems familiar--the pleasures of wine, the dangers of seduction, a
mouthwatering plate of squid--but some stories are more puzzling: savages on the shores of the Persian Gulf
who live off bread made of fish-flour; Alexander the Great drinks a toast that kills him; Socrates interrogates
a beautiful woman who lives in luxury with no obvious means of support.

James Davidson masterfully unravels these strange anecdotes, casting new light not only on ancient
pleasures but on the Ancient World as a whole. Full of intriguing detail and perspicacious insight,
Courtesans and Fishcakes takes swipe at the old scholarship (Freud, Nietzsche, Foucault) and lays the
groundwork for the new, delivering a fascinating and engagingly written study of the hedonism that ruled
Athens.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer McNab:

In other case, little persons like to read book Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical
Athens. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library.
Let's study.

Winford Patterson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens.

Wm Schroeder:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical
Athens giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

William Evans:

You may get this Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and



searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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