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This important collection of essays by a pioneer in the field focuses on the history and culture of a
conservative religious tradition whose adherents have fought to preserve their beliefs and practices from the
17th century through today. Old Belief had its origins in a protest against liturgical reforms in the Russian
Orthodox Church in the mid-1600s and quickly grew into a complex torrent of opposition to the Russian
state, the official church, and the social hierarchy. For Old Believers, periods of full religious freedom have
been very brief—from 1905 to 1917 and since the fall of the Soviet Union.

Crummey examines the ways in which Old Believers defend their core beliefs and practices and adjust their
polemical strategies and way of life in response to the changing world. Opening chapters survey the
historiography of Old Belief, examine the methodological problems in studying the movement as a Russian
example of “popular religion,” and outline the first decades of the history. Particular themes of Old Believer
history are the focus of the rest of the book, beginning with two sets of case studies of spirituality, culture,
and intellectual life. Subsequent chapters analyze the diverse structures of Old Believer communities and
their fate in times of persecution. A final essay examines publications of contemporary scholars in
Novosibirsk whose work provides glimpses of the life of traditional believers in the Soviet period.

Old Believers in a Changing World will appeal to scholars and students of Russian history, to those
interested in Eastern Orthodoxy, and to those with an interest in the comparative history of religious
movements.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Old Believers in a Changing World will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Charles Kinsella:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Old Believers in a Changing World book
since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sandra Byrom:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Old Believers in a Changing World can be fine book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Joan Beverly:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book Old Believers in a Changing World. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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