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Hannah Webster Foster's two major Early American works with a wealth of primary materials are
now available in a Norton Critical Edition.

Published anonymously in 1797, Hannah Webster Foster’s The Coquette grabbed American interest with its
ripped-from-the-headlines story of sex and scandal. A steady best seller for decades, the seduction novel was
passed down through generations; indeed, its heroine became better known than the book’s author. A year
later, Foster’s lesser-known follow-up, The Boarding School, provided an equally compelling portrait of
women at the turn of the nineteenth century in the same epistolary form. Both novels can now be read in
conversation with each other in this new Norton Critical Edition based on the respective first edition texts;
the author’s original spelling, punctuation, and usage are retained while obvious printer’s errors are
corrected. The texts are joined with a detailed introduction to Foster’s legacy and Elizabeth Whitman’s life
along with explanatory annotations and a note on the text.

“Sources and Contexts” unearths a wealth of original material about the environment the works were
produced in and the real-life people who inspired them. The three sections, “On Coquetry,” “The Life and
Death of Elizabeth Whitman,” and “The Nineteenth-Century Legacy,” include new and corrected
transcriptions of Whitman’s letters to Ruth and Joel Barlow, an inventory of items found at Whitman’s room
at her death, popular representations of Elizabeth Whitman, and unauthorized sequels to The Coquette. Seven
illustrations, including three of Eliza Wharton, are included to enrich the reading experience.

“Criticism” brings together nine diverse contemporary interpretations. Contributors include Carroll Smith-
Rosenberg, Claire C. Pettengill, Julia A. Stern, Gillian Brown, Jeffrey H. Richards, and Gwendolyn Audrey
Foster, among others.

Chronologies of the lives of Hannah Webster Foster and Elizabeth Whitman are included along with a
Selected Bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Borrelli:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
involving The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical
Editions) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Louie Thompson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be
examine. The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) can be your answer as it can be
read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Rona Foret:

This The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) is brand new way for you who has
interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this
e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Thomas Obrien:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Coquette and the
Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions).
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