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The Science of the Soul challenges long-standing notions of Puritan provincialism as antithetical to the
Enlightenment. Sarah Rivett demonstrates that, instead, empiricism and natural philosophy combined with
Puritanism to transform the scope of religious activity in colonial New England from the 1630s to the Great
Awakening of the 1740s.

In an unprecedented move, Puritan ministers from Thomas Shepard and John Eliot to Cotton Mather and
Jonathan Edwards studied the human soul using the same systematic methods that philosophers applied to
the study of nature. In particular, they considered the testimonies of tortured adolescent girls at the center of
the Salem witch trials, Native American converts, and dying women as a source of material insight into the
divine. Conversions and deathbed speeches were thus scrutinized for evidence of grace in a way that bridged
the material and the spiritual, the visible and the invisible, the worldly and the divine.

In this way, the "science of the soul" was as much a part of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century natural
philosophy as it was part of post-Reformation theology. Rivett's account restores the unity of religion and
science in the early modern world and highlights the role and importance of both to transatlantic circuits of
knowledge formation.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book The Science of the Soul in
Colonial New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book has high quality.

Jonathan Head:

Beside this specific The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England (Published for the Omohundro
Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) in your phone, it may give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and read it from at this point!

Kelly Brooks:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) as
well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.



Richard Pascual:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can make you feel
more interested to read.
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