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The computer's metaphorical desktop, with its onscreen windows and hierarchy of folders, is the only digital
work environment most users and designers have ever known. Yet empirical studies show that the traditional
desktop design does not provide sufficient support for today's real-life tasks involving collaboration,
multitasking, multiple roles, and diverse technologies. In Beyond the Desktop Metaphor, leading researchers
and developers consider design approaches for a post-desktop future.The contributors analyze the limitations
of the desktop environment--including the built-in conflict between access and display, the difficulties in
managing several tasks simultaneously, and the need to coordinate the multiple technologies and information
objects (laptops, PDAs, files, URLs, email) that most people use daily--and propose novel design solutions
that work toward a more integrated digital work environment. They describe systems that facilitate access to
information, including Lifestreams, Haystack, Task Factory, GroupBar, and Scalable Fabric, and they argue
that the organization of work environments should reflect the social context of work. They consider the
notion of activity as a conceptual tool for designing integrated systems, and point to the Kimura and
Activity-Based Computing systems as examples.Beyond the Desktop Metaphor is the first systematic
overview of state-of-the-art research on integrated digital work environments. It provides a glimpse of what
the next generation of information technologies for everyday use may look like--and it should inspire design
solutions for users' real-world needs.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing
Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT Press). Try to stumble through book Beyond the Desktop
Metaphor: Designing Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT Press) as your buddy. It means that it can
to be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Stephanie Knowles:

This Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT Press) book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing
Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT Press) without we understand teach the one who looking at it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing
Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT Press) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated Digital Work Environments (MIT Press) having good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Elizabeth Cornelius:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated
Digital Work Environments (MIT Press) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Scott Harrington:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside



appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Beyond the Desktop Metaphor: Designing Integrated Digital
Work Environments (MIT Press) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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