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Commanders at sea struggle not only with the unpredictability of natural elements, but also with a shroud of
uncertainty often referred to as the "fog of war." Over the centuries most admirals yielded to the natural
temptation to find in new technologies a means to assert centralized control over their forces. But other
commanders have recognized the fog for what it is: a constant level of uncertainty resistant to mere
technological solution.

In this grand history of naval warfare, Michael Palmer observes five centuries of dramatic encounters under
sail and steam. From reliance on signal flags in the seventeenth century to satellite communications in the
twenty-first, admirals looked to the next advance in technology as the one that would allow them to control
their forces. But while abilities to communicate improved, Palmer shows how other technologies
simultaneously shrank admirals' windows of decision. The result was simple, if not obvious: naval
commanders have never had sufficient means or time to direct subordinates in battle.

Successful commanders as distant as Horatio Nelson (1758-1805) and Arleigh Burke (1901-1996) accepted
this reality. They sought solutions to the dilemmas of command in the personal indoctrination of
subordinates through discussion, comradeship, and displays of trust and confidence. Such leaders created a
commonality of vision and fostered a high degree of individual initiative. Their decentralized approach to
command resulted in a resiliency that so often provided the key to success in battle.

Palmer's exciting and enlightening history reveals the myriad efforts of naval commanders to navigate the
fog of war.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Command at
Sea: Naval Command and Control since the Sixteenth Century suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Command at Sea: Naval Command and Control since the
Sixteenth Centuryis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Sabrina King:

The book untitled Command at Sea: Naval Command and Control since the Sixteenth Century contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice go through.

James Hibner:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is Command at Sea: Naval Command and Control since the Sixteenth
Century this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book suited all of you.

Pearlie Wong:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Command at Sea: Naval Command and Control
since the Sixteenth Century. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in



getting precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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