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Patients in coma, vegetative state/unresponsive wakefulness syndrome, and in minimally conscious states
pose medical, scientific, and ethical challenges. As patients with disorders of consciousness are by definition
unable to communicate, the assessment of pain, quality of life, and end-of-life preferences in these
conditions can only be approached by adopting a third-person perspective. Surveys of healthcare workers’
attitudes towards pain and end of life in disorders of consciousness shed light on the background of clinical
reality, where no standard medical-legal framework is widely accepted. On the other hand, patients with
locked-in syndrome, who are severely paralyzed but fully conscious, can inform about subjective quality of
life in serious disability and help us to understand better the underlying factors influencing happiness in
disease. In the medico-legal arena, such ethical issues may be resolved by previously drafted advance
directives and, when absent, by surrogate representation. Lately, functional medical imaging and
electrophysiology provide alternative means to communicate with these challenging patients and will
potentially mediate to extract responses of medical-ethical content. Eventually, the clinical translation of
these advanced technologies in the medical routine is of paramount importance for the promotion of medical
management of these challenging patients.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 17. Coma and disorders of consciousness (Handbook of
Clinical Neurology), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Clara Palmer:

The e-book with title Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 17. Coma and disorders of
consciousness (Handbook of Clinical Neurology) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Terrence Kimball:

Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 17. Coma and disorders of consciousness (Handbook of
Clinical Neurology) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 17. Coma and
disorders of consciousness (Handbook of Clinical Neurology) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Harold Fleming:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Ethical and Legal Issues in Neurology: Chapter 17. Coma and



disorders of consciousness (Handbook of Clinical Neurology) this reserve consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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